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FOODBANK WA 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [5.27 pm]: Last week I had the opportunity to visit Foodbank 
Western Australia. I was welcomed by the CEO, Fran Ferreira, and the partnership and development manager, 
Andrew Wilkinson. I was shown the wonderful operations of Foodbank’s warehouse and office near Perth Airport. 
I learnt a few things from this wonderful charity that is providing much-needed food to support our fellow 
Western Australians. I learnt that one in five Australians has experienced food insecurity in the past 12 months. 
Three in 10 people who have experienced food insecurity had not gone hungry prior to the pandemic. Some 22 per cent 
of those who are going hungry and having food security issues are children. I have also learnt that over the past year, 
6.8 million meals were provided to Western Australians. As part of Foodbank’s operation, 21 000 children are 
supported across the state in about 500 schools. It is a tremendous effort on the part of Foodbank’s 70 employees 
and 200 regular volunteers to provide help and support to our fellow citizens. I had the opportunity to visit the 
kitchen and saw a number of people from one of the catering companies, I think it was Sodexo, that provides catering 
services to the mining sector. Up to 10 people were volunteering on the day to help Foodbank prepare food for 
those in need. 
I also learnt that 13.6 per cent of Western Australians are living under the poverty line. That figure includes—I will 
just refer to my electronic device that has that figure; it is my private notes so I do not intend to table my mobile 
phone—70 000 Western Australians living under the poverty line. That is a stunning figure in a very negative way. 
We live in a very well-off, prosperous and inclusive society, yet so many people are struggling financially and cannot 
put food on the table for themselves and their children. I find it very difficult to think that so many people in this 
country are doing it very, very tough. Obviously, the pandemic did not help. A lot of people struggled through that 
time and the financial support from the federal government in JobKeeper ceased during the pandemic. 
I just want to give a shout-out to organisations like Foodbank; they are the unsung heroes of our state that are 
providing much needed help to our fellow citizens. I think they deserve recognition, acknowledgement and our 
appreciation. Thank you, President. 
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